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GEORGE WIMPEY AND ROGERS STIRK HARBOUR + PARTNERS
PIONEER HOMES OF THE FUTURE

EcoHat is the ‘must have’ home accessory for 2007

George Wimpey — one of the UK’s leading housebuilders — has teamed up with internationally renowned
architect, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners (RSHP — formerly Richard Rogers Partnership), to challenge
modern housebuilding and deliver the homes of the future.

The new homes, located at George Wimpey's Oxley Woods development in Milton Keynes, feature cutting
edge designs which will set them apart from traditional houses. The 145 properties have been constructed
from sustainable materials and employ unique features including an ‘EcoHat’ — allowing hot air to be re-
used to optimise energy consumption and provide passive solar water heating — as well as exceptional
layouts to maximise space and light.

All of the homes on the site have been designed to meet the Government’s sustainability targets through
using high levels of insulation and controlled ventilation in a bid to reduce carbon emissions. Through
concepts applied by both RSHP and George Wimpey, each property will also achieve the maximum

National Home Energy Rating — a measure of heating, lighting and appliances.

“Climate change is high on the agenda and developers in the UK need to start playing their part and
making tangible contributions to eco housing,” says Graeme Dodds, divisional managing director at
George Wimpey.

“The ongoing focus on the environment will not only impact on building policy, but also on the lives of
consumers. We are extremely proud of Oxley Woods, which has allowed us to offer greater choice for the

eco-conscious customer.”
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The homes at Oxley Woods have been precision engineered off-site to allow each house to be quickly and
economically erected while maintaining build quality. They are not only cost effective and ecologically
sound, but their positioning on the site offers a true ‘place for people’, providing an environment that

encourages interaction through well-designed public and private spaces.

Each home has also been designed to feature two distinct zones — the ‘service zone’ which will incorporate
bathroom, utility and staircase areas, and an uncluttered ‘living zone’ comprising living room, dining room

and bedrooms.

Richard Rogers of RSHP, said: “Our partnership with George Wimpey has given us an opportunity to take
a fresh look at housing design. By working closely together, we have been able to develop an approach
which links construction closely to design, giving real value to the home owner. The scheme at Oxley
Woods is highly flexible and sustainable and will, we hope, provide homes for a diverse community for

many generations to come.”

Graeme Dodds concluded: “In working with RSHP we had access to some of the most imaginative and
forward thinking professionals in the world. We would like to thank them for their ongoing commitment and

contribution to the scheme.”

The 145 homes at Oxley Woods will be in 10 different designs and houses will be available with two, three,

four and five bedrooms.
ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS:
George Wimpey plc is the UK’s leading house builder, with operations in the UK and US. It aims
to be the house builder of choice for customers, employees, shareholders and for the

communities in which it operates.

George Wimpey homes are sold under two distinct brands: the core 'George Wimpey' brand and

'Laing Homes'.
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The 26 regional businesses and three satellites in the UK provide nationwide coverage. Each

business builds a range of products, from one bedroom apartments and starter homes to large
detached family houses.

In the US, the 'Morrison Homes' brand operates in 14 markets across five states from California
to Florida. Morrison builds a range of traditional properties.



Project Description

English Partnerships and the ODPM
launched the Design for Manufacture
competition in 2005, with the aim of building
high-quality homes at a construction cost of
£60,000. The focus of the competition was
to encourage architects and house builders
to work together to achieve this.

RRP’s response was to develop a generic
house type that can be adapted to suit any
location and site constraint using modern
methods of construction. An emphasis is
placed on the potential of adapting houses
to suit their occupants’ lifestyle changes
and family sizes. This mix of tenure and
adaptability will create an accessible and
adaptable community that can reflect and
accommodate change over time.

RRP’s approach pulls together house

parts that are small and complex in nature
into a highly standardised and thoroughly
tested unit. The serviced spaces - including
bathrooms, kitchens and heating/lighting
centres — are standardised across the range
of proposed house types and, along with the

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture
Milton Keynes, UK 2005 -
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facades and ‘Eco-Hats’, are manufactured
off site and transported to site for assembly.
The remainder of the space is treated as

a highly flexible shell, unencumbered by
services and structural peculiarities. Through
variations in cladding, the houses are able to
have many variations which will allow them
to adjust to the vernacular of the area by
appropriating colours and textures typical

of the surrounding area. The flexibility of
cladding, living space, roof orientation and
fenestration enable the houses to be located
at any site, while at the same time being
specific to the site.

RRP, in conjunction with George Wimpey
Plc, was one of six winning partnerships,
and was awarded the Oxley Park site,
close to Milton Keynes, after a three stage
competition. The site is just over three
hectares in size and will have 145 dwellings
on it, providing a mixture of affordable
housing and larger private dwellings in two
and three storey houses around a central
high street.

Data

Place/Date
Oxley Park, England 2005—

Client
English Partnerships

Cost
£13 million

Site Area
3 hectares

Team

Architect
Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners

Competition Initiator
English Partnerships

Developer
George Wimpey South Midlands

Manufacturer
Wood Newton Ltd

Services Engineer
RYBKA

Landscape Architects
Gillespies LLP

Chief Engineer
Woods Hardwick

Disability Access Assessors
David Bonnett Associates

EcoHat manufacturers
Nuaire




Contacts

Competition Initiator
English Partnerships

Tel: 0207 881 1600

110 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W 9SA Steve Carr Email: SteveCarr@englishpartnerships.co.uk
Developer

George Wimpey UK

Beech House, 551 Averbury Boulevard, Central Milton Keynes, Tel: 01908 544 800

Bucks MK9 3DR Peter Gurr Email: pgurr@georgewimpey.co.uk

Graeme Dodds

Tel: 01494 558 323
Email: gdodds@georgewimpey.co.uk

Tel: 01494 558 323

lan Sutcliffe Email: isutcliffe@georgewimpey.co.uk
Manufacturer
Wood Newton Ltd
The Coach House, Eaton Hill, Alfreton Road, Little Eaton, Tel: 01332 835 875
Derby DE21 5AD John Green Email: johng@wood-newton.com

Services Engineer
RYBKA

24 Rutland Street, Edinburgh EH1 2AN

Stuart McDougall

Tel: 0131 228 8446
Email: stuart. mcdougall@rybka.co.uk

Landscape Architects
Gillespies LLP

The Coach House, Bagley Croft, Hinksey Hill, Oxford OX1 5BS

Claire Fernley

Tel: 01865 326 789
Email: claire.fernley@gillespies.co.uk

Project Manager
Anser

Studio 2-08, Clerkenwell Workshops, Clerkenwell Close,
London EC1R OAT

Edward Mayes

Tel: 020 7014 3200
Email: edward.mayes@anser.co.uk

Civil Engineer
Woods Hardwick

17 Goldington Road, Milton Keynes, Bedford MK40 2NH

lan Bishop

Tel: 01234 268862
Email: i.bishop@woodshardwick.com

Disability Access Assessors
David Bonnett Associates

Studio 1, 32 Indigo Mews, Carysfort Road, London N16 9AE

David Bonnett

Tel: 020 7275 0065
Email: do@davidbonnett.co.uk

EcoHat manufacturers
Nuaire

Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly, CF83 1NA

Colin Biggs

Tel: 02920 858 200
Email: colin.biggs@nuaire.co.uk
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Greenscreen Landscaping

Image Number : 5075_0056_1

Semi-transparent ‘greenscreens’ form boundaries between houses
as well as offering each house a feeling of security

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture
Milton Keynes, UK 2005 -

Credit: Grant Smith / View
Copyright: Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners




Maximising natural light

Image Number : 5075_0060_2

The large windows in the bedrooms maximise the amount
of natural light in each house as well as offering good views
across the surrounding streetscene

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture
Milton Keynes, UK 2005 -

Credit: Grant Smith / View
Copyright: Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners




Streetscape

Image Number :5075_0057_2

The streetscape is made up of a number of different house types

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture
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Credit: Grant Smith / View
Copyright: The Photographer




Prefabricated construction process

Image Number : 5075_0058_1

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture
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Credit: Grant Smith / View
Copyright: Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners

The houses are manufactured off-site and the prefabricated panels
are then assembled over a two-day period. A muted pallete was
chosen for the finish, reflecting the local design vernacular




The ‘EcoHat’

Image Number : 5075_0059_2

Oxley Woods - Design for Manufacture The ‘EcoHat’ houses a low-energy ventilation system and can be
Milton Keynes, UK 2005 - positioned independently to the position of the house for maximum

Credit: Grant Smith / View energy efficiency
Copyright: Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners






